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Olive Psyllid, Euphyllura olivine or 
Euphyllura spp.:  The Olive Psyllid 
has been found in San Diego and 
Orange Counties on ornamental 
olive trees in the landscape.  This is 
the first detection of this species in 
the US.  It’s commonly found in 
Europe through the Mediterranean 
and into Iran.   

The infestation is coastal and 
rather wide spread at the moment, 
from Old Town San Diego to 
Newport Beach in Orange County, 
and it can be found on old mature 
trees and new plantings.   

Dr. David Kellum says, “I met with the 
landscapers at a new development 
called Piazza d’Oro Homes on Vista 
Way in Oceanside where I found 
young olive trees infested with the 
psyllid.  They got their olive trees 
from Swan Hill Nurseries in Arizona. 
Orange County reports receiving 
olive trees from this nursery as 
well.”  How often do you see where 
we get plants from Arizona that 
have Q rated pests on them? 

The important thing to note is that it 
came from and can be found in the 
nursery.  Hence, I thought it would 
be important to get this note out for 
your information.  If you deal with 

Olive psyllid on olive trees 
  

olive, be aware. 

Unfortunately, this pest is 
considered a Q rated pest. 
Although there is not much olive 
production in the whole of 
southern California (see 
http://www.oliveoilsource.com/), 
there is a significant amount of 
production in the rest of the state, 
which may cause great concern on 
how we deal with this pest.  Because 
it is located in southern California 
and away from production areas, 
this may be a very good case for the 
establishment and use of a 
biological control agent. 
Nurseries wanting to ship north may 
be required to make eradication 
treatments.  There is a lot to be 
determined yet, so don’t take any of 
this as fact. 

The information below and the 
photos are provided by Nick Nisson 
(Orange County Entomologist), Dave 
Kellum (San Diego County 
Entomologist), and excerpted from 
the following web site: 
http://www.inra.fr/hyppz/RAVAGE
UR/6eupoli.htm.  
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Figure 1.  Egg 
and nymphs 
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Description  
Adults are small, about 2.5 mm long, bulky in profile and robust. They jump 
rapidly before flying, and have strong wings.  Adults are greenish to pale 
colored, with light brownish shadows on the fore wings.  Eggs are very 
small, 0.3 mm long, and pale yellowish in color.  There are five nymphal 
instars varying from 0.4 mm long in the first to 1.5 mm in the final instar.  
The first nymphal instar has no visible traces of wings, while the last two 
instars have clearly visible wing buds (see illustration above). In all 
instars the body is covered with whitish waxy secreted by the insect. 
 
Distribution 
The olive psyllid occurs in Europe and eastward to Iran. 
 
Hosts 
This psyllid feeds only on olive. 
 
Biology  
Adults pass the winter period in crevices or holes on olive trunks, 
resuming activity and mating as soon as spring begins. Females frequently 
lay one or more eggs on the new shoots. Each female can lay more than 
1,000 eggs.  Adults can live 2 to 3 months.  Eggs hatch after an incubation 
period of 8 to12 days.  Nymphs feed by rupturing cells and imbibing the sap, 
thereby damaging the attacked tissue and at the same time excreting 
honeydew upon which sooty molds develop.  Nymphal development can take 
24 to 35 days. 
 
Life Cycle 
The first generation occurs during March-April while the second 
generation in May to June on inflorescences and flower buds. This second 
generation aestivates in summer when temperatures exceed 80°F. As soon 
as the weather becomes more favorable, usually after the first September 
rains, the adults restart their activity and give rise to the third 
generation. The hibernating adults will result from this last generation. 
 
Damage  
The second generation, being associated with the new flowering and 
fruiting olive branches, is the most harmful not only because the direct 
feeding activity affects yield but also because indirect action by producing 
waxy secretions induces many of the flowers to abort, even those not 
attacked directly (Fig. 2).  The presence of honey-dew and sooty molds 
aggravate the latter situation.  
  
Control 
Control measures during the second generation are less efficient because 
of the waxy coating over the insects.  Therefore, it is preferable to reduce 
E. olivina populations during the first generation rather than later in the 
season. 
 



 


